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Appendix A-3 
 

 

NLSY79 Child HOME Question Recodes  
 

in the 
 

1998 Mother & Child Supplement 
 
 
 

Scoring Notes 
 

1) Individual items that are part of the overall HOME score are recoded to “0” or “1”, as indicated 
in the following facsimile questionnaire.  An overall score is obtained by summing only the 
scale items that are recoded to one or zero. 

 
2) Components of the cognitive stimulation subscore have a “C” in the margin; emotional support 

subscores are designated by an “E” in the margin of the question.  The cognitive and emotional 
subscores sum to the overall score. 

 
3) In the 1986-1998 NLSY79 Child surveys the overall score includes items from both the Mother 

Supplement and the Child Supplement Interviewer Observations.  Different question sequences 
for the mother-report items are utilized for children under age 3, 3 to 5, 6 to 9, and 10 and over.  
A single set of Interviewer Observations is used to evaluate all children age 6 and older. 

 
4) The composition of the overall NLSY79 HOME-SF scale is unchanged since 1986.  The 

questionnaire location of items in NLSY79 Child survey rounds other than 1998 can be found in 
Appendix A-2 and Appendix A-4. 
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 SECTION 1: THE HOME  
 
 PART A:  FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE LESS THAN 3 YEARS OLD 
 
 
For ___________________________________________________ who has not yet had (his/her) 3rd birthday.                                
    CHILD'S NAME 
 

 
1. About how often does your child have a chance to get out of the house (either by himself/herself, or with an 

older person)?  
                                                                  (CIRCLE ONLY ONE) 
     
    Not at all .................................................................................. 1  
                                                                                                                              
    About once a month or less2 
 
    A few times a month ................................................................ 3    = 0 
    
    About once a week................................................................... 4 
 
    A few times a week.................................................................. 5 
   
    4 or more times a week ............................................................ 6 
                                                                                                                                    = 1   
    Every day ................................................................................. 7 
 
 
2. About how many children's books does your child have?         (CIRCLE ONLY ONE) 
 
    None......................................................................................... 1  
                                                                                                                                                              = 0 
    1 or 2 books ............................................................................. 2 
 
    3 to 9 books.............................................................................. 3 
                                                                                                                                                             = 1 
    10 or more books ..................................................................... 4 

INSTRUCTIONS TO MOTHER/GUARDIAN:  
  
We are interested in your family's lifestyle and rules.    
  
Some questions you answer with a YES or NO or other word or phrase.  Please circle the number 
that goes with the answer you choose.  
  
Other questions have boxes for you to write in an answer.  
  
If any question is not clear, please circle the question number and ask the interviewer about it when 
you have finished the booklet.   

C

C
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3.      How often do you get a chance to read stories to your child? 
 
                                                                  (CIRCLE ONLY ONE) 
 
    Never...................................................................................... 01  
 
    Several times a year ............................................................... 02 
                                                                                                                                                             = 0 
    Several times a month............................................................ 03   
 
    Once a week........................................................................... 04 
 
    About 3 times a week............................................................. 05 
                                                                                                                                                             = 1 
    Every day ............................................................................... 06 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
4. About how often do you take your child to the grocery store?  
  
                                                                  (CIRCLE ONLY ONE) 
 
    Twice a week or more.............................................................. 1 = 1  
 
    Once a week............................................................................. 2  
     
    Once a month ........................................................................... 3 = 0 
 
    Hardly ever .............................................................................. 4 
                                                  
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
5. About how many, if any, cuddly, soft or role-playing toys (like a doll) does your child have?  (May be 

shared with sister or brother.)  
                                                                                                                                                         0 = 0 
 (WRITE IN NUMBER OF SOFT TOYS.)                                                                        ≥  1 = 1   

 NUMBER OF TOYS =     

__________________________________________________________________________________________  
  
6. About how many, if any, push or pull toys does your child have?  (May be shared with sister or brother.) 

                                                                                                                                                                 0 = 0 
  (WRITE IN NUMBER OF PUSH/PULL TOYS.)                                                           ≥  1 = 1   

 NUMBER OF TOYS =    

C 

C 

C 

C 
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7.       Some parents spend time teaching their children new skills while other parents believe children learn best on 
their own.  Which of the following best describes your attitude? 

 
                                                                  (CIRCLE ONE) 
    "Parents should always spend 
     time teaching their children" .................................................. 1  
                                                                                                                                                             
    "Parents should usually spend                                                                 = 1  
     time teaching their children" .................................................. 2   
    "Parents should usually allow their 
     children to learn on their own"................................................ 3 
 
    "Parents should always allow their                                                          = 0 
     children to learn on their own"................................................ 4 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
8. Think for a moment about a typical weekday for your family.  How much time would you say your child 

spends watching television on a typical weekday (either in your home or elsewhere)? 
 

 (WRITE IN HOURS PER WEEKDAY.)               

 
    Less than 1 hour per weekday.................................................. 0 
____________________________________________________________________________________________                               
 
9. Now, think about a typical weekend day (Saturday or Sunday) for your family.  How much time would you 

say your child spends watching television on a typical weekend day (either in your home or elsewhere)? 
 

 (WRITE IN HOURS PER WEEKEND DAY.)       

 
    Less than 1 hour per weekend day ........................................... 0 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
10. About how many hours is the TV on in your home each day? 
 

 (WRITE IN HOURS PER DAY.)                         

 
    Less than 1 hour per day .......................................................... 0 
 
    Do not have a TV................................................................... 95  = -4 recode 

C
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11.  Does your child ever see his or her father, stepfather, or father-figure? 
 
 Yes ........................................................................................... 1 
 
 No ............................................................................................ 0 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
12. Is this man his/her biological father, stepfather, or a father figure? (CIRCLE ONE)    BEGIN DECK 03 
 
 Biological father ...................................................................... 1 
 
 Stepfather ................................................................................. 2  
 
 Father-figure ............................................................................ 3 
 
 No father, stepfather or father-figure .................................. 4 
  
 
13. What is his relationship to you?                               (CIRCLE ONE) 
                                                                
    Your spouse ............................................................................. 1  

    Your ex-spouse ........................................................................ 2 

    Your partner............................................................................. 3 

    Your ex-partner........................................................................ 4 

    Your boyfriend......................................................................... 5 

    Your ex-boyfriend.................................................................... 6 

    Your fiancée............................................................................. 7 

    Your friend............................................................................... 8 

    Your father............................................................................... 9 

    Your grandfather.................................................................... 10 

    Your brother........................................................................... 11 

    Your uncle ............................................................................. 12 

    Someone else (please write who) 

    _______________________________________________ 13 

    No father, stepfather, or father-figure ............................... 14 

 
       

14. Does your child see this person on a daily basis?  
  
    Yes ........................................................................................... 1 = 1  
                                                                                                                                                                 If Q14 is  
    No ............................................................................................ 0   missing &  
                                                                                                                                                      = 0    Q11 = 0, then
    No father, stepfather, or father-figure ................................. 2 Q14 = 0 
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E

15. How often does your child eat a meal with both mother and father (stepfather, or father-figure)? 
       
         (CIRCLE ONE) 
 

More than once a day............................................................. 01   
  = 1 
Once a day....................................................................................02 

Several times a week....................................................................03 

About once a week.......................................................................04  
 
About once a month.....................................................................05         = 0 

Never ............................................................................................06 

No father, stepfather, or father figure ..............................07      
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

16. Children seem to demand attention when their parents are busy, doing  housework, for example.  How often 
do you talk to your child while you are working?  

 
                                                                  (CIRCLE ONE) 

    Always talk to child when I'm working ................................... 1  

    Often talk to child when I'm working...................................... 2 = 1 

    Sometimes talk to child when I'm working ............................. 3  
    Rarely talk to child when I'm working.................................... 4 = 0 

    Never talk to child when I'm working ..................................... 5 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

17. How close does your child feel toward . . . 
 PLEASE ANSWER EACH ITEM. 
       Not Does not 
    Extremely Quite Fairly At All have this 
    Close Close Close Close parent 
 
 A. . . . you? ................................. 1 .................... 2.................... 3.....................4 

 B. . . . his/her biological  
       father?............................... 1 .................... 2.................... 3.....................4 ....................5  

 C. . . . his/her step mother?......... 1 .................... 2.................... 3.....................4 ....................5  

 D. . . . his/her stepfather? ..........  1.................... 2.................... 3.....................4 ....................5  
 
 

E

If Q15 is 

missing and 

Q14 = 0 or 2, 

then, Q15 = 0 
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DECK 03 
 
18. Sometimes kids mind pretty well and sometimes they don't.  About how many times, if any, have you had to 

spank your child in the past week?  
     

  
 NUMBER OF TIMES: 

   

    Did not spank child last week ................................................ 00 
 
 

MOTHER/GUARDIAN:  
 
(1) IF YOUR CHILD IS LESS THAN 1 YEAR OLD, GO TO SECTION 2, PART A, PAGE 43.  
  
(2) IF YOUR CHILD HAS HAD A 1st BIRTHDAY BUT HAS NOT HAD HIS/HER 2nd 

BIRTHDAY, GO TO SECTION 2, PART B,  PAGE 51.  
  
(3) IF YOUR CHILD HAS HAD A 2nd BIRTHDAY, GO TO SECTION 2, PART C, PAGE 57.   

E 

0 or 1 = 1 
≥  2 = 0 
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SECTION 1:  THE HOME 
 
 PART B:  FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE AT LEAST 3 YEARS, BUT LESS THAN 6 YEARS OLD 
  
 
For ______________________________________ who has had his/her 3rd birthday but has not had his/her 
                    CHILD'S NAME                                 6th birthday. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. About how often do you read stories to your child?  
 
                                                                  (CIRCLE ONLY ONE) 
 
    Never........................................................................................ 1  
 
    Several times a year ................................................................. 2 
                                                                                                                                                       = 0     
    Several times a month.............................................................. 3 
 
    Once a week............................................................................. 4 
 
    At least 3 times a week ............................................................ 5 
                                                                                                                                                       = 1 
    Every day ................................................................................. 6 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
2. About how many children's books does your child have?  
  
                                                                  (CIRCLE ONLY ONE) 
 
    None......................................................................................... 1  
 
    1 or 2 books ............................................................................. 2 = 0 
 
    3 to 9 books.............................................................................. 3   
 
    10 or more books ..................................................................... 4 = 1  
 

C

C 

INSTRUCTIONS TO MOTHER/GUARDIAN: 
 
We are interested in your family’s lifestyle and rules. 
 
Some questions you answer with a YES or NO or other word or phrase.  Please circle the number that goes 
with the answer you chose. 
 
Other questions have boxes for you to write in an answer. 
 
If any question is not clear, please circle the question number and ask the interviewer about it when you 
have finished the booklet. 
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C 

  
3. About how many magazines does your family get regularly?  
                                                                  (CIRCLE ONE) 

    None......................................................................................... 1 = 0  

    One........................................................................................... 2 

    Two.......................................................................................... 3  

    Three ........................................................................................ 4 = 1 

    Four or more ............................................................................ 5 
____________________________________________________________________________________________             

4. Does your child have the use of a CD player, or tape recorder, or record player here at home and at least 5 
children's records or tapes? (May be shared with sister or brother.)   

    Yes ........................................................................................... 1 = 1  

    No ............................................................................................ 0 = 0  
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
5. Circle the things which you (or another adult or older child) are helping or have helped your child to learn 

here at home. 
                                                           (CIRCLE ALL THAT APPLY) 

   a Numbers................................................................................... 1 = 1 Else = 0   

   b The alphabet............................................................................. 2 = 1 Else = 0   

   c Colors....................................................................................... 3 = 1 Else = 0   

   d Shapes and sizes....................................................................... 4 = 1 Else = 0   

   e None of the above .................................................................... 5 = 0    
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
6. How much choice is your child allowed in deciding what foods he/she eats at breakfast and lunch?  

                                                                  (CIRCLE ONE) 

    A great deal of choice............................................................. 1  

    Some choice............................................................................. 2 = 1 

    Little choice............................................................................. 3  

    No choice ................................................................................. 4 = 0 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7. About how many hours is the TV on in your home each day?       

 (WRITE IN HOURS PER DAY).                                                                    0 - 4 = 1  
                                                                                                                         ≥ 5 = 0 

    HOURS PER DAY:     

    Less than 1 hour per day . ........................................................ 0 

    Do not have a TV................................................................... 95 = -4 recode 
  

 
 

C 

E 

E 

C 



Appendix A.  NLSY79 Child HOME-SF 
 

NLSY79 Child & Young Adult Data Users Guide 233

8. Most children get angry at their parents from time to time.  If your child got so angry that he/she hit you, what 
would you do?  

                                                         (CIRCLE ALL THAT APPLY) 

    Hit him/her back .......................................................................1  
 
    Send him/her to his/her room....................................................2  
 
    Spank him/her ...........................................................................3  
 
    Talk to him/her..........................................................................4   
 
    Ignore it.....................................................................................5  
 
    Give him/her household chore ..................................................6  
  
    Take away his/her allowance ....................................................7  
 
    Hold child's hands until he/she was calm..................................8  
 
    Put child in a short “time out”.................................................10   
 
    Other (PLEASE WRITE WHAT ELSE) 
 
    ________________________________________________ 9   
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. How often does a family member get a chance to take your child on any kind of outing (shopping, park, 
picnic, drive-in, and so on)?  

                                                                  (CIRCLE ONE) 

    A few times a year or less ........................................................ 1  
                                                                                                                                                       = 0 
    About once a month ................................................................. 2 
 
    About 2 or 3 times a month3......................................................  
 
    Several times a week................................................................ 4 = 1 
 
    About once a day ..................................................................... 5 
   
 

E 

C

If Q8 = 1 or Q8 = 3 
then Q8(Rec) = 0,    
or if Q8 = 9 and 
verbatim in    
response is harsh, 
then Q8(Rec) = 0, 
else Q8(Rec) = 1 
 
 
Note: “Other” 
responses recoded 
into harsh/not harsh 
where appropriate 
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10. How often has a family member taken or arranged to take your child to any type of museum (children's, 
scientific, art, historical, etc.) within the past year? 

                                                                  (CIRCLE ONE) 

    Never........................................................................................ 1 = 0  
 
    Once or twice ........................................................................... 2 
 
    Several times............................................................................ 3 
                                                                                                                                                      = 1 
    About once a month ................................................................. 4 
 
    About once a week or more often ............................................ 5 

  

 
11. Think for a moment about a typical weekday for your family.  How much time would you say your child 

spends watching television on a typical week day (either in your home or elsewhere)? 

    (WRITE IN HOURS PER WEEKDAY.)             

 
    Less than 1 hour per weekday.................................................. 0 
 
 
12. Now, think about a typical weekend day (Saturday or Sunday) for your family.  How much time would you 
say your child spends watching television on a typical weekend day (either in your home or elsewhere)? 

    (WRITE IN HOURS PER WEEKEND DAY.)      

 
    Less than 1 hour per weekend day ........................................... 0 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
13. Does your child ever see his or her father, stepfather, of father figure?    
 
     (CIRCLE ONE) 
 
 Yes ........................................................................................... 1 
 
 No ............................................................................................ 0 
  
 
14. Is this man your child’s biological father, stepfather, or a father-figure? 
 
                                                                  (CIRCLE ONE) 
 
    Biological father ...................................................................... 1  
 
    Stepfather ................................................................................. 2 
 
    Father-figure ............................................................................ 3 
 
    No father, stepfather, or father-figure ................................. 4 

C 
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If Q16 is 
missing, and 
Q13 = 0 , then  
Q16 = 0 

15.  What is his relationship to you? 
                                                               (CIRCLE ONLY ONE) 
 
    Your spouse ............................................................................. 1  

    Your ex-spouse ........................................................................ 2 

    Your partner............................................................................. 3 

    Your ex-partner........................................................................ 4 

    Your boyfriend......................................................................... 5 

    Your ex-boyfriend.................................................................... 6 

    Your fiancée............................................................................. 7 

    Your friend............................................................................... 8 

    Your father............................................................................... 9 

    Your grandfather.................................................................... 10 

    Your brother........................................................................... 11 

    Your uncle ............................................................................. 12 

    Someone else (please write who) 

    ________________________________________________ 13 

    No father, stepfather, or father-figure ............................... 14 

 
16. Does your child see this person on a daily basis?  
  
    Yes ........................................................................................... 1 = 1  
                                                                                                                                                                       
    No ............................................................................................ 0   
                                                                                                            = 0 
    No father, stepfather, or father-figure ................................. 2  
 
 
17. How often does your child eat a meal with both mother and father (stepfather or father-figure)?  
  
                                                                  (CIRCLE ONLY ONE) 
 
    More than once a day............................................................... 1  
                                                                                                                                                      = 1 
    Once a day ............................................................................... 2 
                                                                                                                                                               
    Several times a week................................................................ 3  
                                                                                                                                                                
    About once a week................................................................... 4    
 
    About once a month ................................................................. 5 = 0 
 
    Never........................................................................................ 6 
  
    No father, stepfather, or father figure.................................. 7 

If Q17 is 
missing &   
Q16 = 0 or 2, 
then Q17 = 0 

E
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18. How close does your child feel toward . . . 
 PLEASE ANSWER EACH ITEM. 
 
      Not Does not 
   Extremely Quite Fairly At All have this 
   Close Close Close Close parent 
 
 A. . . . you? .....................................1.....................2 .................... 3 .................... 4   

 B. . . . his/her biological  
       father?...................................1.....................2 .................... 3 .................... 4.................... 5  

 C. . . . his/her step mother?.............1.....................2 .................... 3 .................... 4.................... 5  

 D. . . . his/her stepfather? ...............1.....................2 .................... 3 .................... 4.................... 5  
 
 
19. Sometimes kids mind pretty well and sometimes they don't.  About how many times, if any, have you had to 

spank your child in the past week?                                                                       
           ≥ 2 = 0 
                                                                                                                                        0 or 1 = 1 

    NUMBER OF TIMES =    

  
    Did not spank child last week ................................................ 00 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

E 

 
PLEASE GO TO SECTION 2, PART C, PAGE 57. 



Appendix A.  NLSY79 Child HOME-SF 
 

NLSY79 Child & Young Adult Data Users Guide 237

 SECTION 1:  THE HOME   
   
  PART C: FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE AT LEAST 6 YEARS, BUT LESS THAN 10 YEARS OLD 
 
     For ______________________________________ who has had his/her 6th birthday but has not had 
                             CHILD'S NAME                              his/her 10th birthday. 
  

 
1. About how many books does your child have?  
 
                                                                  (CIRCLE ONLY ONE) 
 
    None......................................................................................... 1  
 
    1 or 2 ........................................................................................ 2 = 0 
 
    3 to 9 ........................................................................................ 3 
 
    10 or more................................................................................ 4 = 1 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. About how often do you read aloud to your child?   
 
                                                                   (CIRCLE ONE) 
 
    Never........................................................................................ 1  
 
    Several times a year ................................................................. 2 
                                                                                                                                                      = 0 
    Several times a month.............................................................. 3 
 
    About once a week................................................................... 4 
 
    At least 3 times a week ............................................................ 5 
                                                                                                                                                       = 1 
    Every day ................................................................................. 6 
 

INSTRUCTIONS TO MOTHER/GUARDIAN:  
  
We are interested in your family's lifestyle and rules.    
  
Some questions you answer with a YES or NO or other word or phrase.  Please circle the number 
that goes with the answer you choose.    
  
Other questions have boxes for you to write in an answer.  
  
If any question is not clear, please circle the question number and ask the interviewer about it when 
you have finished the booklet.   

C 

C
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E 

3. How often is your child expected to do each of the following?  
         (CIRCLE ONE NUMBER FOR EACH QUESTION.)                  If at least 3 of the 4 items (a thru d) are > 1,                                                          
 then Q3(Rec) = 1, else Q3(Rec) = 0 
  
    Almost Less than 1/2 the More than Almost  
 Never 1/2 the time time 1/2 the time Always 
 
 a. Make his/her own bed? 1 2 3 4 5  
 
 b. Clean his/her own room? 1 2 3 4 5  
 
 c. Clean up after spills? 1 2 3 4 5  
 
 d. Bathe himself/herself? 1 2 3 4 5  
 
 e. Pick up after himself/herself? 1 2 3 4 5  
       If Q3e ≥ 2 then Q3e(Rec) = 1 
       If Q3e = 1 then Q3e(Rec) = 0  
 
 
4. Is there a musical instrument (for example, piano, drum, guitar, etc.) that your child can use here at home? 
  
    Yes ........................................................................................... 1 = 1  
 
    No ............................................................................................ 0  = 0 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. Does your family get a daily newspaper?  
  
    Yes ........................................................................................... 1 = 1  
 
    No ............................................................................................ 0  = 0 

E 

C 

C 
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C

6.  About how often does your child read for enjoyment?  
 
                                                                  (CIRCLE ONLY ONE) 
 
    Every day ................................................................................. 1  
                                                                                                                                                      = 1 
    Several times a week................................................................ 2 
 
    Several times a month.............................................................. 3 
 
    Several times a year ................................................................. 4  = 0 
 
    Never........................................................................................ 5 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
   
7. Does your family encourage your child to start and keep doing hobbies?  
  
    Yes ........................................................................................... 1 = 1  
 
    No ............................................................................................ 0  = 0 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
8. Does your child get special lessons or belong to any organization that encourages activities such as sports, 

music, art, dance, drama, etc.?   
  
    Yes ........................................................................................... 1 = 1  
      
    No ............................................................................................ 0  = 0 
____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
9. How often has a family member taken or arranged to take your child to any type of museum (children's, 

scientific, art, historical, etc.) within the past year?  
  
                                                                  (CIRCLE ONE) 
 
    Never........................................................................................ 1 = 0  
 
    Once or twice ........................................................................... 2 
 
    Several times............................................................................ 3 
                                                                                                                                                       = 1   
    About once a month ................................................................. 4 
 
    About once a week or more often ............................................ 5 

C

C

C
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10.  How often has a family member taken or arranged to take your child to any type of musical or theatrical 
performance within the past year?  

                                                                   (CIRCLE ONLY ONE) 
 
    Never........................................................................................ 1 = 0 
 
    Once or twice ........................................................................... 2 
 
    Several times............................................................................ 3 
                                                                                                                                                       
    About once a month ................................................................. 4  = 1 
 
    About once a week or more ..................................................... 5 
  
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
11. About how often does your whole family get together with relatives or friends?  
 
                                                                  (CIRCLE ONE) 
 
    Once a year or less .................................................................. 1  
 
    A few times a year ................................................................... 2  = 0 
 
    About once a month ................................................................. 3 
 
    Two or three times a month ..................................................... 4 
                                                                                                                                                   = 1 
    About once a week or more ..................................................... 5 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
12. Think for a moment about a typical weekday for your family.  How much time would you say your child 

spends watching television on a typical weekday (in your home or elsewhere)? 
 

    (WRITE IN HOURS PER WEEKDAY.)                

 
    Less than 1 hour per weekday.................................................. 0 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
13. Now, think for a moment about a typical weekend day (Saturday OR Sunday) for your family.  How much 

time would you say your child spends watching television on a typical weekend day (in your home or 
elsewhere)? 

 

    (WRITE IN HOURS PER WEEKEND DAY.)         

 
    Less than 1 hour per weekend day ........................................... 0 
 

C 

E 
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14. Does your child ever see his or her father, stepfather, or father-figure? 
 
  Yes ............................................................................................1 
 
  No .............................................................................................0 
  
 
15. Is this man your child’s biological father, stepfather, or a father-figure? 
                                                                  (CIRCLE ONLY ONE) 

    Biological father ...................................................................... 1  

    Stepfather ................................................................................. 2 

    Father-figure ............................................................................ 3 

    No father, stepfather, or father-figure ................................. 4 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
16. What is his relationship to you? 
                                                                  (CIRCLE ONLY ONE) 

    Your spouse ............................................................................. 1  

    Your ex-spouse ........................................................................ 2 

    Your partner............................................................................. 3 

    Your ex-partner........................................................................ 4 

    Your boyfriend......................................................................... 5 

    Your ex-boyfriend.................................................................... 6 

    Your fiancée............................................................................. 7 

    Your friend............................................................................... 8 

    Your father............................................................................... 9 

    Your grandfather.................................................................... 10 

    Your brother........................................................................... 11 

    Your uncle ............................................................................. 12 

    Someone else (please write who) 

    ________________________________________________13 

    No father, stepfather, or father-figure ............................... 14 
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17. About how often does your child spend time with his/her father, stepfather, or father-figure? 
 
                                                                  (CIRCLE ONLY ONE) 
    Once a day or more often......................................................... 1  
    At least 4 times a week ............................................................ 2  = 1 
     About once a week................................................................... 3    
    About once a month ................................................................. 4   

    A few times a year or less ........................................................ 5  = 0 
    Never........................................................................................ 6 
    No father, stepfather, or father-figure ................................. 7 
 
 
18. About how often does your child spend time with his/her father, stepfather, or father-figure in outdoor activities?  
 
                                                                  (CIRCLE ONLY ONE) 
    Once a day or more often......................................................... 1  
    At least 4 times a week ............................................................ 2  = 1 
     About once a week................................................................... 3   
    About once a month ................................................................. 4   

    A few times a year or less ........................................................ 5 
    Never........................................................................................ 6  = 0 
    No father, stepfather, or father-figure ................................. 7 
    Don't know............................................................................. 98 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
19. How often does your child eat a meal with both mother and father (stepfather or father-figure)? 
 
                                                                  (CIRCLE  ONLY ONE) 

    More than once a day............................................................... 1  

    Once a day ............................................................................... 2  = 1 

    Several times a week................................................................ 3   

    About once a week................................................................... 4   

    About once a month ................................................................. 5  = 0 

    Never........................................................................................ 6 

    No father, stepfather, or father-figure ................................. 7 
 
 

E 

E 

E 

If Q17 is 
missing & Q14 
= 0, then  
Q17 = 0 

If Q18 is 
missing & Q14 
= 0, then  
Q18 = 0 

If Q19 is 
missing & 
Q14 = 0, 
then 
Q19 = 0
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20. When your family watches TV together, do you or your child's father (or stepfather or father-figure) discuss 
TV programs with him/her?  

  
    Yes ........................................................................................... 1 = 1  

    No ............................................................................................ 0  = 0 

    Do not have a TV..................................................................... 2  = -4 recode 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
21. How close does your child feel toward . . . 
 PLEASE ANSWER EACH ITEM. 
    Not Does not 
   Extremely Quite Fairly At All have this 
 Close Close Close Close parent 
 
 A. . . . you? ........................................ 1 .................... 2...................3 ....................4 

 B. . . . his/her biological  
       father?...................................... 1 .................... 2...................3 .................... 4 .................... 5  

 C. . . . his/her step mother?................ 1 .................... 2...................3 .................... 4 .................... 5  

 D. . . . his/her stepfather? .................. 1 .................... 2...................3 .................... 4 .................... 5  
 

C
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22. Sometimes children get so angry at their parents that they say things like "I hate you" or swear in a 
temper tantrum.  Please check which action(s) you would take if this happened. 

                                                         (CIRCLE ALL THAT APPLY) 

If Q22 is coded 2  Grounding .................................................................................1  

or “other” = 0,  Spanking ...................................................................................2  

then Q22(Rec) = 0 Talk with child ..........................................................................3  

else Q22(Rec) = 1 Give him or her household chore..............................................4   

    Send to room for more than 1 hour ...........................................6  

Note: “Other”  Take away his/her allowance ....................................................7  

responses recoded Take away TV or other privileges.............................................8  

into 0 if harsh or 1 Put child in a short “time out”................................................ 10  

if not harsh  Other (PLEASE WRITE WHAT ELSE)  

    ________________________________________________ 9  
 
     
 
23. If your child brought home a report card with grades lower than expected, how likely would you be to . . . 
 (CIRCLE ONE NUMBER FOR EACH QUESTION). 

 Very Somewhat Not Sure Somewhat Not At 
 Likely Likely How Likely Unlikely All Likely 
 a. contact his or her teacher  
  or principal?........................................ 5 .................... 4 .................... 3.....................2 ......................1  

 b. lecture the child? ................................ 5 .................... 4 .................... 3.....................2 ......................1  

 c. keep a closer eye on child's  
  activities?............................................ 5 .................... 4 .................... 3.....................2 ......................1  

 d. punish the child?................................. 5 .................... 4 .................... 3.....................2 ......................1  

 e. talk with the child? ............................. 5 .................... 4 .................... 3.....................2 ......................1  

 f. wait and see if child  
  improves on his/her own?................... 5 .................... 4 .................... 3.....................2 ......................1  

 g. tell child to spend more  
  time on schoolwork?........................... 5 .................... 4 .................... 3.....................2 ......................1  

 h. spend more time helping  
  child with schoolwork?....................... 5 .................... 4 .................... 3.....................2 ......................1  

 i. limit or reduce child's 
  non-school activities  
  (play, sports, clubs, etc.) ..................... 5 .................... 4 .................... 3.....................2 ......................1  

 j. Other (PLEASE WRITE WHAT ELSE) 

 __________________________________________________________________ 
  
 __________________________________________________________________ 8  
 
  

E 
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24. Sometimes kids mind pretty well and sometimes they don't.  Sometimes they do things that make you feel 
good.   

 

PLEASE ANSWER EACH QUESTION. 
 
How many times in the past week have you . . . 

 WRITE IN # 
 TIMES IN 
 PAST WEEK 

                                                                 ≥ 2 = 0 
a. had to spank your child?                 0 or 1 = 1 

   

 
b. grounded him/her? 

   

 
c. taken away TV or other privileges? 

   

 
d. praised child for doing something worthwhile? 

   

 
e. taken away his/her allowance? 

   

 
f. shown child physical affection (kiss, hug, stroke hair, etc.)? 

   

 
g. sent child to his/her room? 

   

 
h. told another adult (spouse, friend, co-worker, visitor, relative) 

something positive about child?    

 

 MOTHER/GUARDIAN:  
 
(1) IF YOUR CHILD HAS NOT HAD A 7th BIRTHDAY, GO TO SECTION 2  PART C, PAGE 

57. 
 
(2) IF YOUR CHILD IS AT LEAST AGE 7 YEARS OR OLDER, GO TO SECTION 4, PAGE 

83.  

E
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SECTION 1:  THE HOME 
  
  PART D:  FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE 10 YEARS AND OLDER 
 
   
 
For _________________________________________________ who has had (his/her) 10th birthday or higher.  
                                 CHILD'S NAME  
 

 
1. About how many books does your child have?  
 
                                                                  (CIRCLE ONLY ONE) 
 
    None......................................................................................... 1  
 
    1 to 9 ........................................................................................ 2  = 0 
 
    10 to 19 .................................................................................... 3 
 
    20 or more................................................................................ 4   = 1 
 
  

INSTRUCTIONS TO MOTHER/GUARDIAN:  
  
We are interested in your family's lifestyle and rules.    
  
Some questions you answer with a YES or NO or other word or phrase.  Please circle the number 
that goes with the answer you choose.  
  
Other questions have boxes for you to write in an answer.  
  
If any question is not clear, please circle the question number and ask the interviewer about it when 
you have finished the booklet.   

C
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E 

C 

E 

E 

2. How often is your child expected to do each of the following?  
 (CIRCLE ONE NUMBER FOR EACH QUESTION.)                         
 

If at least 3 of the 4 items (2a, 2b, 2d, 2e) 
are > 1 then Q2(Rec) = 1, else Q2(Rec) = 0 
 

 Almost Less than 1/2 the More than Almost  
 Never 1/2 the time time 1/2 the time Always 
 
 a. Make his/her own bed? ................. 1 .....................2.......................3.......................4.......................5  
 
 b. Clean his/her own room?............... 1 .....................2.......................3.......................4.......................5  
 
 c. Pick up after himself/herself?........ 1 .....................2.......................3.......................4.......................5  
                       If Q2c ≥ 2 then Q2c(Rec) = 1, else Q2c(Rec) = 0 

 d. Help keep shared living areas  
  clean and straight?......................... 1 .....................2.......................3.......................4.......................5  
 
 e. Do routine chores such as mow  
  the lawn, help with dinner,  
  wash dishes, etc.? .......................... 1 .....................2.......................3.......................4.......................5  
 
 f. Help manage his/her own time  
  (get up on time, be ready for  
  school, etc.)? ................................. 1 .....................2.......................3.......................4.......................5  
                      If Q2f  ≥ 2 then Q2f(Rec) = 1, else Q2f(Rec) = 0 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Is there a musical instrument (for example, piano, drum, guitar, etc.) that your child can use here at home? 
  
    Yes ........................................................................................... 1 = 1  
 
    No ............................................................................................ 0  = 0 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. Does your family get a daily newspaper?  
  
    Yes ........................................................................................... 1 = 1  
 
    No ............................................................................................ 0  = 0 
C 
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C

C

5.  About how often does your child read for enjoyment?  
                                                                  (CIRCLE ONLY ONE) 
 
    Every day ................................................................................. 1  

    Several times a week................................................................ 2  = 1 

    Several times a month.............................................................. 3 

    Several times a year ................................................................. 4  = 0 

    Never........................................................................................ 5 

    Don't know............................................................................... 8  = -3  
____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
6. Does your family encourage your child to start and keep doing hobbies?  
  
    Yes ........................................................................................... 1 = 1  

    No ............................................................................................ 0  = 0 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
7. Does your child get special lessons or belong to any organization that encourages activities such as sports, 

music, art, dance, drama, etc.?   
  
    Yes ........................................................................................... 1 = 1  

    No ............................................................................................ 0  = 0 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
8. How often has any family member taken or arranged to take your child to any type of museum (children's, 

scientific, art, historical, etc.) within the past year?  
                                                                  (CIRCLE ONLY ONE) 
 
    Never........................................................................................ 1 = 0  

    Once or twice ........................................................................... 2 

    Several times............................................................................ 3 

    About once a month ................................................................. 4  = 1 

    About once a week or more often ............................................ 5 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
9. How often has a family member taken or arranged to take your child to any type of musical or theatrical 

performance within the past year?  
                                                                   (CIRCLE ONLY ONE) 
 
    Never........................................................................................ 1 = 0  

    Once or twice ........................................................................... 2 

    Several times............................................................................ 3 

    About once a month ................................................................. 4  = 1 

    About once a week or more ..................................................... 5 

C

C

C
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10.  About how often does your whole family get together with relatives or friends?  

                                                                  (CIRCLE ONLY ONE) 

    Once a year or less .................................................................. 1  

    A few times a year ................................................................... 2  = 0 

    About once a month ................................................................. 3 

    Two or three times a month ..................................................... 4 

    About once a week or more ..................................................... 5  = 1 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Think for a moment about a typical weekday for your family.  How much time would you say your child 
spends watching television on a typical weekday (in your home or elsewhere)? 

    (WRITE IN HOURS PER WEEKDAY.)   

 
    Less than 1 hour per weekday.................................................. 0 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

12. Now, think for a moment about a typical weekend day (Saturday OR Sunday) for your family.  How much 
time would you say your child spends watching television on a typical weekend day (in your home or 
elsewhere)? 

    (WRITE IN HOURS PER WEEKEND DAY.)        

 
    Less than 1 hour per weekend day ........................................... 0 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

13. Does your child ever see his or her father, stepfather, or father figure? 
 
    Yes ........................................................................................... 1 
 
    No ............................................................................................ 0 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

14. Is this person his/her biological father, stepfather, or a father-figure? 
 
                                                                  (CIRCLE ONLY ONE) 

    Biological father ...................................................................... 1  

    Stepfather ................................................................................. 2 

    Father-figure ............................................................................ 3 

    No father, stepfather, or father-figure ................................. 4 
 
 

E 
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15.  What is his relationship to you? 
                                                                  (CIRCLE ONLY ONE) 

    Your spouse ............................................................................. 1  

    Your ex-spouse ........................................................................ 2 

    Your partner............................................................................. 3 

    Your ex-partner........................................................................ 4 

    Your boyfriend......................................................................... 5 

    Your ex-boyfriend.................................................................... 6 

    Your fiancée............................................................................. 7 

    Your friend............................................................................... 8 

    Your father............................................................................... 9 

    Your grandfather.................................................................... 10 

    Your brother........................................................................... 11 

    Your uncle ............................................................................. 12 

    Someone else (please write who) 

    _______________________________________________ 13 

    No father, stepfather, or father-figure ............................... 14 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
16. About how often does your child spend time with his/her father, stepfather, or father-figure? 

                                                                  (CIRCLE ONLY ONE) 
    Once a day or more often......................................................... 1  

    At least 4 times a week ............................................................ 2  = 1 

     About once a week................................................................... 3   

    About once a month ................................................................. 4   

    A few times a year or less ........................................................ 5  = 0 

    Never........................................................................................ 6 

    No father, stepfather, or father-figure ................................. 7 
 
 

E
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17. About how often does your child spend time with his/her father, stepfather, or father-figure in outdoor 
activities?                                                                (CIRCLE ONLY ONE) 

    Once a day or more often......................................................... 1  

    At least 4 times a week ............................................................ 2  = 1 

     About once a week................................................................... 3   

    About once a month ................................................................. 4   

    A few times a year or less ........................................................ 5 

    Never........................................................................................ 6  = 0 

    No father, stepfather, or father-figure ................................. 7 

    Don't know............................................................................. 98 
  
   
18. How often does your child eat a meal with both mother and father (stepfather or father-figure)? 

                                                                  (CIRCLE ONLY ONE) 

    More than once a day............................................................... 1  
                                                                                                                                                    = 1 
    Once a day ............................................................................... 2 
 
    Several times a week................................................................ 3    
                
    About once a week................................................................... 4 
 
    About once a month ................................................................. 5 = 0 
 
    Never........................................................................................ 6 
 
    No father, stepfather, or father-figure ................................. 7 
 
19.  When your family watches TV together, do you or your child's father (or stepfather or father-figure) 

discuss TV programs with him/her?  
  
    Yes ........................................................................................... 1 = 1  
 
    No ............................................................................................ 0  = 0 
 
    Do not have a TV..................................................................... 2  = -4 recode 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

E 

C 

E 
If Q18 is 
missing & 
Q13 = 0, 
then  
Q18 = 0 

If Q17 is 
missing & 
Q13 = 0, 
then Q17 = 0
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20. How close does your child feel toward . . . 
 PLEASE ANSWER EACH ITEM. 
 
      Not Does not 
   Extremely Quite Fairly At All have this 
 Close Close Close Close parent 
 
 A. . . . you?........................................ 1 ...................2.......................3.......................4.......................5  

 B. . . . his/her biological  
       father?...................................... 1 ...................2.......................3.......................4.......................5  

 C. . . . his/her step mother? ............... 1 ...................2.......................3.......................4.......................5  

 D. . . . his/her stepfather? .................. 1 ...................2.......................3.......................4.......................5  
 
 
21. Sometimes children get so angry at their parents that they say things like "I hate you" or swear in a temper 

tantrum.  Please check which action(s) you would take if this happened. 
 
                                                         (CIRCLE ALL THAT APPLY) 

    Grounding .................................................................................1  

If Q21 is coded 02 Spanking ...................................................................................2  

or “other” = 0,  Talk with child ..........................................................................3  

then Q21(Rec) = 0, Give him or her household chore..............................................4  

else Q21(Rec) = 1 Ignore it.....................................................................................5  

    Send to room for more than 1 hour ...........................................6  

Note: “Other”  Take away his/her allowance ....................................................7  

responses recoded 0 Take away TV, phone, or other privileges................................8  

if harsh or 1 if not Put child in short “time out” .................................................. 10 

harsh    Other (PLEASE WRITE WHAT ELSE)  

    ________________________________________________ 9 
  
 

E 



Appendix A.  NLSY79 Child HOME-SF 
 

NLSY79 Child Young Adult Data Users Guide 254 

22. If your child brought home a report card with grades lower than expected, how likely would you be to . . . 
 (CIRCLE ONE NUMBER FOR EACH QUESTION.) 
 
 Very Somewhat Not Sure Somewhat Not At 
 Likely Likely How Likely Unlikely All Likely 
 a. contact his or her teacher  
  or principal?.................................... 5 .....................4.......................3.......................2.......................1  

 b. lecture the child?............................. 5 .....................4.......................3.......................2.......................1  

 c. keep a closer eye on child's  
  activities?........................................ 5 .....................4.......................3.......................2.......................1  

 d. punish the child?............................. 5 .....................4.......................3.......................2.......................1  

 e. talk with the child? ......................... 5 .....................4.......................3.......................2.......................1  

 f. wait and see if child  
  improves on his/her own?............... 5 .....................4.......................3.......................2.......................1  

 g. tell child to spend more  
  time on schoolwork?....................... 5 .....................4.......................3.......................2.......................1  

 h. spend more time helping  
  child with schoolwork?................... 5 .....................4.......................3.......................2.......................1  

 i. limit or reduce child's 
  non-school activities 
  (play, sports, clubs, etc.) ................. 5 .....................4.......................3.......................2.......................1  

 j. Other (PLEASE WRITE WHAT ELSE) 

  _____________________________________________________________________________ 8 
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E

23. Sometimes kids mind pretty well and sometimes they don't.  Sometimes they do things that make you feel 
good.   
 

PLEASE ANSWER EACH QUESTION. 
 
How many times in the past week have you . . . 

 WRITE IN # 
 TIMES IN 
 PAST WEEK 

                                                                   ≥ 2 = 0  
a. had to spank your child?                   0 or 1 = 1 

   

 
b. grounded him/her? 

   

 
c. taken away TV or other privileges? 

   

 
d. praised child for doing something worthwhile? 

   

 
e. taken away his/her allowance? 

   

 
f. shown child physical affection (kiss, hug, stroke hair, etc.)? 

   

 
g. sent child to his/her room? 

   

 
h. told another adult (spouse, friend, co-worker, visitor, relative) 

something positive about child?    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 END OF MS HOME SECTION.  
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1998 NLSY79  CHILD  CAPI  SUPPLEMENT 

Interviewer  Observations  of the  HOME  Environment 
 
 
CSOB    ANSWER ON THE BASIS OF YOUR PERSONAL OBSERVATION OF THE HOME  

ENVIRONMENT OF EACH CHILD IN STUDY AT TIME OF YOUR VISIT.   RECORD 
 OBSERVATIONS AT CONCLUSION OF THE ENTIRE INTERVIEW FOR THIS CHILD. 

NOTE: FOR PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION, THE CHILD’S "HOME" IS HIS/HER 
OFFICIAL PERMANENT RESIDENCE. 

 
 Lead In Q#: CSEV-10. Default Next Q#: CSOB-1A1 
 
 
CSOB-1A1 CAPI CHECK: SKIPS BASED ON CHILD AGE NOT SEEN BY INTERVIEWER. 
 
 IF  CHILD’S AGE IS YOUNGER THAN 3 YRS, GO TO CSOB-1A. 
 IF CHILD’S AGE IS BETWEEN [3 YRS] AND [5 YRS, 11 MOS], GO TO CSOB-1B. 
 IF CHILD’S AGE IS BETWEEN [6 YRS] AND [14 YRS, 11 MOS], GO TO CSOB-1C. 
 
 Lead In Q#: CSOB. Default Next Q#: CSOB-1A 
 
 
CSOB-1A INTERVIEWER: DID YOU OBSERVE CHILD NAME AND HIS/HER MOTHER TOGETHER AT 

ANY TIME? 

  YES...................................................................................................................... 1  = 1 
  NO...(GO TO CSOB-9a)...................................................................................... 0 = 0, all 
 
 Lead In Q#: CSOB-1A1. Default Next Q#: CSOB-2A 
 
 
CSOB-2A INTERVIEWER: (MOTHER/GUARDIAN) SPONTANEOUSLY SPOKE TO CHILD NAME 

TWICE OR MORE (EXCLUDING SCOLDING). 

  YES...................................................................................................................... 1 
  NO........................................................................................................................ 0 
 
 Lead In Q#: CSOB-1A. Default Next Q#: CSOB-3A 
 
 
CSOB-3A INTERVIEWER: (MOTHER/GUARDIAN) RESPONDED VERBALLY TO CHILD NAME 'S 

SPEECH. 

  YES...................................................................................................................... 1 
  NO........................................................................................................................ 0 
 
 Lead In Q#: CSOB-2A. Default Next Q#: CSOB-4A 
 
 

E

E

Q2A – 
Q8A = -4 
if Q1A = 0
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CSOB-4A INTERVIEWER: (MOTHER/GUARDIAN) CARESSED, KISSED, OR HUGGED CHILD NAME 
AT LEAST ONCE. 

 
  YES...................................................................................................................... 1 
  NO........................................................................................................................ 0 
 
 Lead In Q#: CSOB-3A. Default Next Q#: CSOB-5A 
 
 
CSOB-5A INTERVIEWER: (MOTHER/GUARDIAN) SLAPPED OR SPANKED CHILD NAME AT LEAST 

ONCE. 
                                                                                                                          Recode 1 to 0 and 0 to 1 
  YES...................................................................................................................... 1 
  NO........................................................................................................................ 0 
 
 Lead In Q#: CSOB-4A. Default Next Q#: CSOB-6A 
 
 
CSOB-6A      INTERVIEWER: (MOTHER/GUARDIAN) INTERFERED WITH CHILD NAME’S ACTIONS OR 

RESTRICTED CHILD NAME FROM EXPLORING MORE THAN 3 TIMES. 
 
                                                                                                                          Recode 1 to 0 and 0 to 1 
  YES...................................................................................................................... 1 
  NO........................................................................................................................ 0 
 
 Lead In Q#: CSOB-5A. Default Next Q#: CSOB-7A 
 
 
CSOB-7A  INTERVIEWER: (MOTHER/GUARDIAN) PROVIDED TOYS OR INTERESTING ACTIVITIES 

FOR CHILD NAME. 
 
  YES...................................................................................................................... 1 
  NO........................................................................................................................ 0 
 
 Lead In Q#: CSOB-6A. Default Next Q#: CSOB-8A 
 
 
CSOB-8A INTERVIEWER: (MOTHER/GUARDIAN) KEPT CHILD NAME IN VIEW/COULD SEE CHILD 

NAME /LOOKED AT HIM/HER OFTEN. 
 
  YES...................................................................................................................... 1 
  NO........................................................................................................................ 0 
 
 Lead In Q#: CSOB-7A. Default Next Q#: CSOB-9A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

E 

E 
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CSOB-9A INTERVIEWER: CHILD NAME’S  PLAY ENVIRONMENT IS SAFE (NO POTENTIALLY 
DANGEROUS HEALTH OR STRUCTURAL HAZARDS WITHIN A TODDLER'S OR INFANT'S 
RANGE.) 

 
  YES...................................................................................................................... 1 
  NO........................................................................................................................ 0 
  CHILD'S HOME NOT OBSERVED................................................................... 2* = - 4=  
 
 Lead In Q#: CSOB-8A. Default Next Q#: CSOB-10A 
 
*Note:  “2” recoded to -4 
 
 
CSOB-10A TIME; 
 
 /* Collect ending time of Child Supplement */ 
 
 Lead In Q#: CSOB-9A. Default Next Q#: CSIR-1 
   
 
 
CSOB-1B INTERVIEWER: DID YOU OBSERVE CHILD NAME AND HIS/HER MOTHER TOGETHER AT 

ANY TIME? 
 
  YES...................................................................................................................... 1 = 1 
  NO...(GO TO CSOB-8B)..................................................................................... 0 = 0  
 
 Lead In Q#: CSOB-10A. Default Next Q#: CSOB-2B 
 
 
CSOB-2B INTERVIEWER: (MOTHER/GUARDIAN) CONVERSED WITH CHILD NAME  AT LEAST 

TWICE (EXCLUDING SCOLDING OR SUSPICIOUS COMMENTS). 
 
  YES...................................................................................................................... 1 
  NO........................................................................................................................ 0 
 
 Lead In Q#: CSOB-1B. Default Next Q#: CSOB-3B 
 
 
CSOB-3B INTERVIEWER: (MOTHER/GUARDIAN) ANSWERED CHILD NAME'S QUESTIONS OR 

REQUESTS VERBALLY. 
 
  YES...................................................................................................................... 1 
  NO........................................................................................................................ 0 
 
 Lead In Q#: CSOB-2B. Default Next Q#: CSOB-4B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C

E

E

Q2B – Q7B 
= -4 if Q1B 
= 0 



Appendix A.  NLSY79 Child HOME-SF 
 

NLSY79 Child Young Adult Data Users Guide 260 

CSOB-4B INTERVIEWER: (MOTHER/GUARDIAN) CARESSED, KISSED, OR HUGGED CHILD NAME 
AT LEAST ONCE. 

 
  YES...................................................................................................................... 1 
  NO........................................................................................................................ 0 
 
 Lead In Q#: CSOB-3B. Default Next Q#: CSOB-5B 
 
 
CSOB-5B INTERVIEWER: (MOTHER/GUARDIAN) INTRODUCED INTERVIEWER TO CHILD NAME 

BY NAME. 
 
  YES...................................................................................................................... 1 
  NO........................................................................................................................ 0 
 
 Lead In Q#: CSOB-4B. Default Next Q#: CSOB-6B 
 
 
CSOB-6B INTERVIEWER: (MOTHER/GUARDIAN) PHYSICALLY RESTRICTED OR 

(SHOOK/GRABBED) CHILD NAME. 
                                                                                                                          Recode 1 to 0 and 0 to 1 
  YES...................................................................................................................... 1 
  NO........................................................................................................................ 0 
 
 Lead In Q#: CSOB-5B. Default Next Q#: CSOB-7B 
 
 
 
CSOB-7B INTERVIEWER: (MOTHER/GUARDIAN) SLAPPED OR SPANKED CHILD NAME AT LEAST 

ONCE. 
                                                                                                                          Recode 1 to 0 and 0 to 1 
  YES...................................................................................................................... 1 
  NO........................................................................................................................ 0 
 
 Lead In Q#: CSOB-6B. Default Next Q#: CSOB-8B 
 
 
CSOB-8B INTERVIEWER: (MOTHER/GUARDIAN)'S VOICE CONVEYED POSITIVE FEELING ABOUT 

CHILD NAME. 
 
 
  YES...................................................................................................................... 1 
  NO........................................................................................................................ 0 
 
 Lead In Q#: CSOB-7B. Default Next Q#: CSOB-9B 
 
 
 
 
 
 

E 

E 

E 

E 

E 
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C

CSOB-9B INTERVIEWER: CHILD NAME 'S PLAY ENVIRONMENT IS SAFE (NO POTENTIALLY 
DANGEROUS STRUCTURAL OR HEALTH HAZARDS WITHIN A PRESCHOOLER'S 
 RANGE). 

 
  YES...................................................................................................................... 1 
  NO........................................................................................................................ 0 
  CHILD'S HOME NOT OBSERVED................................................................... 2* = -4 
 
 Lead In Q#: CSOB-8B. Default Next Q#: CSOB-10B 
 
 
CSOB-10B INTERVIEWER: INTERIOR OF THE HOME IS DARK OR PERCEPTUALLY MONOTONOUS. 
                                                                                                                              Recode 1 to 0 and 0 to 1 
  YES...................................................................................................................... 1 
  NO........................................................................................................................ 0 
  CHILD'S HOME NOT OBSERVED................................................................... 2* = -4 
 
 Lead In Q#: CSOB-9B. Default Next Q#: CSOB-11B 
 
 

CSOB-11B INTERVIEWER: ALL VISIBLE ROOMS OF HOUSE/APARTMENT ARE 
REASONABLY CLEAN. 

 
  YES...................................................................................................................... 1 
  NO........................................................................................................................ 0 
  CHILD'S HOME NOT OBSERVED................................................................... 2* = -4 
 
 Lead In Q#: CSOB-10B. Default Next Q#: CSOB-12B 
 
 
CSOB-12B INTERVIEWER: ALL VISIBLE ROOMS OF HOUSE/APARTMENT ARE MINIMALLY 

CLUTTERED. 
 
  YES...................................................................................................................... 1 
  NO........................................................................................................................ 0 
  CHILD'S HOME NOT OBSERVED................................................................... 2* = -4 
 
 Lead In Q#: CSOB-11B. Default Next Q#: CSOB-13B 
 
*Note:  “2” recoded to -4 
 
 
CSOB-13B TIME; 
 
 /* Collect ending time of supplement */ 
 
 Lead In Q#: CSOB-12B. Default Next Q#: CSIR-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C

C

C
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CSOB-1C INTERVIEWER: DID YOU OBSERVE CHILD NAME AND HIS/HER MOTHER TOGETHER AT 
ANY TIME? 

 
  YES...................................................................................................................... 1 
  NO...(GO TO CSOB-6C)..................................................................................... 0 = 0 then Q2C- 
    Q5c = -4 
 
 Lead In Q#: CSOB-13B. Default Next Q#: CSOB-2C 
 
 
CSOB-2C INTERVIEWER: (MOTHER/GUARDIAN) ENCOURAGED CHILD NAME  TO CONTRIBUTE 

TO THE CONVERSATION. 
 
  YES...................................................................................................................... 1 
  NO........................................................................................................................ 0 
 
 Lead In Q#: CSOB-1C. Default Next Q#: CSOB-3C 
 
 
CSOB-3C INTERVIEWER: (MOTHER/GUARDIAN) ANSWERED CHILD NAME 'S QUESTIONS OR 

REQUESTS VERBALLY. 
 
  YES...................................................................................................................... 1 
  NO........................................................................................................................ 0 
 
 Lead In Q#: CSOB-2C. Default Next Q#: CSOB-4C 
 
 
CSOB-4C INTERVIEWER: (MOTHER/GUARDIAN) CONVERSED WITH CHILD NAME EXCLUDING 

SCOLDING OR SUSPICIOUS COMMENTS. 
 
 
  YES...................................................................................................................... 1 
  NO........................................................................................................................ 0 
 
 Lead In Q#: CSOB-3C. Default Next Q#: CSOB-5C 
 
 
CSOB-5C INTERVIEWER: (MOTHER/GUARDIAN) INTRODUCED INTERVIEWER TO CHILD NAME 

BY NAME. 
 
  YES...................................................................................................................... 1 
  NO........................................................................................................................ 0 
 
 Lead In Q#: CSOB-4C. Default Next Q#: CSOB-6C 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

E 
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C

C

C

CSOB-6C INTERVIEWER: (MOTHER/GUARDIAN)'S VOICE CONVEYED POSITIVE FEELING ABOUT 
CHILD NAME. 

 
  YES...................................................................................................................... 1 
  NO........................................................................................................................ 0 
 
 Lead In Q#: CSOB-5C. Default Next Q#: CSOB-7C 
 
 
CSOB-7C INTERVIEWER: INTERIOR OF THE HOME IS DARK OR PERCEPTUALLY MONOTONOUS.   

                                                                                                      Recode 1 to 0 and 0 to 1 
  YES...................................................................................................................... 1 
  NO........................................................................................................................ 0 
  CHILD'S HOME NOT OBSERVED................................................................... 2* = -4 
 
 Lead In Q#: CSOB-6C.  Default Next Q#: CSOB-8C 
 

CSOB-8C INTERVIEWER: ALL VISIBLE ROOMS OF THE HOUSE/APARTMENT ARE 
REASONABLY CLEAN. 

 
  YES...................................................................................................................... 1 
  NO........................................................................................................................ 0 
  CHILD'S HOME NOT OBSERVED................................................................... 2* = -4 
 
 Lead In Q#: CSOB-7C. Default Next Q#: CSOB-9C 
 
 
CSOB-9C INTERVIEWER: ALL VISIBLE ROOMS OF THE HOUSE/APARTMENT ARE MINIMALLY 

CLUTTERED. 
 
  YES...................................................................................................................... 1 
  NO........................................................................................................................ 0 
  CHILD'S HOME NOT OBSERVED................................................................... 2* = -4 
 
 Lead In Q#: CSOB-8C. Default Next Q#: CSOB-10C 
 

CSOB-10C INTERVIEWER: BUILDING HAS NO POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS 
 STRUCTURAL OR HEALTH HAZARDS WITHIN A SCHOOL-AGED CHILD'S 
RANGE. 

 
  YES...................................................................................................................... 1 
  NO........................................................................................................................ 0 
  CHILD'S HOME NOT OBSERVED................................................................... 2*  = - 4 
 
 Lead In Q#: CSOB-9C. Default Next Q#: CSOB-11C 
*Note:  “2” recoded as -4 
 
 
 
 

E
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CSOB-11C TIME;  
 
 /* Collect ending time of supplement */ 
 
 Lead In Q#: CSOB-10C. Default Next Q#: CSIR-TITLE 
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Appendix E.  1992 NLSY79 Child Self-Administered Supplement:  Q8 Who Decides—
question names 
8.  Who usually makes the decisions about…  (CIRCLE ALL THE PEOPLE THAT APPLY) 
 

 YOU MOTHER FATHER STEP-
FATHER FRIEND(S) SOMEONE ELSE 

(tell who that is)  

a.  buying 
your 
clothes? 

01 

[CS927301] 

02 

[CS927303] 

03 

[CS927305] 

04 

[CS927307] 

05 

[CS927309] 

06 ____________ 

[CS927311] 
11-12/ 

b.  how to 
spend your 
money? 

01 

[CS927313] 

02 

[CS927315] 

03 

[CS927317] 

04 

[CS927319] 

05 

[CS927321] 

06 ____________ 

[CS927323] 
13-14/ 

c.  which 
friend to go 
out with? 

01 

[CS927325] 

02 

[CS927327] 

03 

[CS927329] 

04 

[CS927331] 

05 

[CS927333] 

06 ____________ 

[CS927335] 
15-16/ 

d.  how late 
you can 
stay out? 

01 

[CS927337] 

02 

[CS927339] 

03 

[CS927341] 

04 

[CS927343] 

05 

[CS927345] 

06 ____________ 

[CS927347] 
17-18/ 

e.  how much 
allowance 
you get? 

01 

[CS927349] 
02 

[CS927351] 

03 

[CS927353] 

04 

[CS927355] 

05 

[CS927357] 

06 ____________ 

[CS927359] 
19-20/ 

f.  how much 
TV you can 
watch? 

01 

[CS927361] 

02 

[CS927363] 

03 

[CS927365] 

04 

[CS927367] 

05 

[CS927369] 

06 ____________ 

[CS927371] 
21-22/ 

g.  your 
religious 
training? 

01 

[CS92737] 

02 

[CS927375] 

03 

[CS927377] 

04 

[CS927379] 

05 

[CS927381] 

06 ____________ 

[CS927383] 
23-24/ 

 
NOTE:  Each category for each item was assigned a separate variable on the data file, therefore new question names were 
used that did not correspond to the original deck and column numbers in the CSAS booklet. 
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Appendix F.  Sample SPSSx and SAS Programs for Merging NLSY79 Child Files 
****************************************************************************/ 
* The sample SPSSx program reads a child-based file extracted from the NLSY79  
* Child & Young Adult Data.  It then reads a main Youth file extracted from  
* the NLSY79 main Youth data set.  The two files are sorted by case ID and  
* merged to create a child-based file with additional mother characteristics  
* attached to each child case ID. 
* NOTE: Users who start with data in a system file format can skip the steps 
* that read the ascii files.  
****************************************************************************/ 
file handle chdfile/name=Child file specifications 
file handle momfile/name=Mother file specifications 
file handle kidsdat/name=Temporary child-based system file 
file handle momsdat/name=Temporary mother-based system file 
data list file=chdfile records=1 
   /1 C0000100  1-7 
      C0000200  8-12 
      C1526000  13-14 
      C1531500  15-16 
      C1531600  17-18 
 
compute kidflag=1        /* Use flag to restrict final file after merge.   */ 
compute momid=C0000200   /* Use same var name for ID in files to be merged. / 
 
variable labels momid     'ID Code Of Mother Of Child' 
variable labels C0000100  'ID Code Of Child' 
variable labels C0000200  'ID Code Of Mother Of Child' 
variable labels C1526000  'Child Conditn Reqires Attention fr Dr 96'  
variable labels C1531500  'Child Health Covered By Insurance     96'  
variable labels C1531600  'Child Health Covered By Medicaid      96'  
variable labels kidflag   'Observation From Child Dataset' / 
 
sort cases by C0000100     /* Sort by child ID  */ 
 
descriptives variables=all 
title 'NLSY79 Child: Sample merge program-Child & main Youth file'  
subtitle '    Extract child-based health insurance variables'  
frequencies general=C1526000 C1531500 C1531600/ 
save outfile=kidsdat/    
*****************************************************************************  
 
*****************************************************************************  
data list file momfile records=1 
      /1 R0000100  1-5   
         R0214800  6-7  
         R5625500  8-9 
         R5625600  10-11  
         R5625601  12-13 
         R5625602  14-15 
         R5625603  16-17 
         R5625604  18-19 
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         R5625605  20-21 
         R5625606  22-23 
compute momid=R0000100   /* Use same var name for mom ID in both files. */ 
 
variable labels momid     'NLSY79 Identification Code (1-12686)  79' 
variable labels R0000100  'NLSY79 Identification Code (1-12686)  79' 
variable labels R0214800  'Sex Of R                              79' 
variable labels R5625500  'Children Have any Health-Hospitl Plan 96' 
variable labels R5625600  'Hlth Plan-Current Employer Policy     96' 
variable labels R5625601  'Hlth Plan-Previous Employer Policy    96' 
variable labels R5625602  'Hlth Plan-Spouse-Partnr Curr Employer 96' 
variable labels R5625603  'Hlth Plan-Spouse-Partnr Prev Employer 96' 
variable labels R5625604  'Hlth Plan-Direct Purchase frm Med Co. 96' 
variable labels R5625605  'Hlth Plan-Medicaid-Pub Assist-Welfare 96' 
variable labels R5625606  'Hlth Plan - Other Source              96' 
 
select if (R0214800=2) /* Restrict main Youth file to females */ 
 
sort cases by momid 
descriptives variables=all 
subtitle 'NLSY79 Females: Extract mother-based health insurance vars' 
 
save outfile=momsdat/  
 
*****************************************************************************  
   
match files table=momsdat/file=kidsdat/by momid 
select if (kidflag=1) 
 
descriptives variables=all  
subtitle 'Check final merge of NLSY79 Child & Mother files'  
frequencies general=C1526000 C1531500 C1531600 
                    R5625500 R5625600 R5625601 
                    R5625602 R5625603 R5625604 
                    R5625605 R5625606/format=onepage  
finish 
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/*************************************************************************** 
* The sample SAS program reads a child-based file extracted from the NLSY79  
* Child & Young Adult Data.  It then reads a main Youth file extracted from  
* the NLSY79 main Youth data set.  The two files are sorted by case ID and  
* merged to create a child-based file with additional mother characteristics  
* attached to each child case ID. 
* NOTE: Users who start with data in a system file format can skip the steps 
* that read the ascii files.  
****************************************************************************/ 
 
 
options nocenter; 
 
filename chdfile ‘Child file specification’; 
filename momfile ‘Mother file specification’;   
data one(drop=C0000200); 
infile chdfile;     
input   @1 C0000100  7. 
           C0000200  5. 
           C1526000  2. 
           C1531500  2. 
           C1531600  2. ; 
 
kidflag=1;      /* Use flag to restrict final child-based file after merge. */ 
momid=C0000200; /* Use same var name for mom ID in both files to be merged. */ 
 
label momid    = "ID Code Of Mother Of Child"; 
label C0000100 = "ID Code Of Child"; 
label C1526000 = "Child Conditn Reqires Attention fr Dr 96"; 
label C1531500 = "Child Health Covered By Insurance     96"; 
label C1531600 = "Child Health Covered By Medicaid      96"; 
label kidflag  = "Observation From Child Dataset"; 
 
 proc sort;  by C0000100;    /* Sort by child ID; mother ID is embedded in child ID */ 
 proc format; 
  value yesnof 1 = 'Yes' 0 = 'No'; 
 
 proc contents; 
  title1 'NLSY79 Child: Sample Merge program-Mother vars from main Youth file'; 
  title2 '              Extract child-based child health insurance variables'; 
 proc means; 
 proc freq; 
   tables C1526000 C1531500 C1531600; 
   format C1526000 C1531500 C1531600 yesnof.; 
*****************************************************************************; 
*****************************************************************************; 
data two(drop=R0000100); 
infile momfile;        
input @1 R0000100  5.   
         R0214800  2.   
         R5625500  2.   
         R5625600  2.   
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         R5625601  2.   
         R5625602  2.   
         R5625603  2.   
         R5625604  2.   
         R5625605  2.   
         R5625606  2.;  
 
momid=R0000100;   /* Assign same ID name in both child & mother-based files */    
 
label momid    = "NLSY79 Identification Code (1-12686)  79"; 
label R0214800 = "Sex Of R                              79"; 
label R5625500 = "Children Have any Health/Hospitl Plan 96"; 
label R5625600 = "Hlth Plan-Current Employer Policy     96"; 
label R5625601 = "Hlth Plan-Previous Employer Policy    96"; 
label R5625602 = "Hlth Plan-Spouse/Partnr Curr Employer 96"; 
label R5625603 = "Hlth Plan-Spouse/Partnr Prev Employer 96"; 
label R5625604 = "Hlth Plan-Direct Purchase frm Med Co. 96"; 
label R5625605 = "Hlth Plan-Medicaid/Pub Assist/Welfare 96"; 
label R5625606 = "Hlth Plan - Other Source              96"; 
 
if R0214800=2; /* Restrict main Youth file to females */ 
 
proc sort; by momid; 
proc contents; 
 title 'NLSY79 Females: Extract child health insurance vars'; 
proc means; 
 
****************************************************************************; 
data three;  
 merge one(in=kids) two(in=females); by momid; 
if kids=1; /* Merge child-based and mother-based files: output as child-based file. */ 
 
 proc means; 
  title 'Check final merge of NLSY79 Child & Mother files'; 
 proc freq; 
  tables C1526000 C1531500 C1531600 
         R5625500 R5625600 R5625601 R5625602 R5625603 R5625604 R5625605 R5625606 
         C1531500*(C1526000 R5625500); 
  format R5625500 C1526000 C1531500 yesnof.; 
 
  proc print data=three(obs=20); 
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Ages 
7-14 

Appendix G-1.  R19-2000 NLSY79 Child Survey Mother Supplement Flowchart 
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*PPVT Age 4 = 3 yrs, 11 mos, 16 days
*PPVT Age 5 = 4 yrs, 11 mos, 16 days

Ages 6-9, 12-14 yrs exit 

Interviewer-Administered CHILD ASSESSMENTS 
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(PPVT ages 5 and older) 
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PIAT - READING COMPREHENSION 
(PPVT ages 5 and older) 

DIGIT SPAN 
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Return 
to A. 

12 - 14 yrs begin 
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From 
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Reading 
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4 yrs* begin 
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Appendix H.  NLSY79 Children (birth to age 14):  Survey Content by Survey Year 
CV = created variable;  C = Child Supplement;  M = Mother Supplement;  * = Child Self-Administered Supplement 

Survey Year:  86 88 90 92 94 96 98 00 
A. Child background 
 Child’s date of birth CV CV CV CV CV CV CV CV 
 Child’s age CV CV CV CV CV CV CV CV 
 Sex of child CV CV CV CV CV CV CV CV 
 Date of child supplement interview     C C C C 
 Relationship to child of person completing supplement M M M M M M M M 
 Verify child’s age with mother C C C C C C C C 
 Child currently attending/enrolled in regular school (or preschool) C C C C C C C C 
 Child ever attended regular school, nursery school, or preschool C  C C C C C C 
 Current/last school attended  C  C C    
 Current/last grade attended C C C C C C C C 
 Head Start program information  C C C C C C C 
B. Child health 
 Child’s eye and hair color C        
 Place of child’s birth   C C     
 Does health limit school or play C C C C C C C C 

 Any physical, emotional, or mental condition requiring: frequent treatment, 
medicine, or special equipment C C C C C C C C 

 Type/duration of health conditions C C C C C C C C 
 Accidents/injuries needing medical attention in last 12 months; details C C C C C C C C 
 Accidents/injuries needing hospitalization since last int./since birth; details  C C C C C C C 
 Number of illnesses requiring medical attention or treatment C C C C C C C C 
 Date of last routine health checkup C C C C C C C C 
 Menstrual period information C C C C C C C C 
 Right/left handedness      C C C 
 Date of last dental checkup/work C C C C C C C C 
 Source of health insurance, if any C C C C C C C C 
 Behavioral, emotional, or mental problems; did insurance cover doctor visit C C C C C C C C 
 Any medicines or prescription drugs taken to help control activity/behavior C C C C C C C C 
 Height and weight of child C C C C C C C C 
C. Child assessments 
 Parts of the Body (1–3 years):  number of body parts child can identify  C C       

 Memory for Locations (8 months–4 years):  how long the child can remember the 
location of the doll C C       

 Verbal Memory test (3–7 years):  ability to remember/repeat word sequences C C C C C    

 SPPC (age 8 and older through 1994; ages 12–14 since 1996):  what child thinks 
he/she is like, how he/she thinks and feels C C C C C C C C 

 Memory for Digit Span test (age 7 & older, 7–11 in 2000):  memory for numbers 
and sequence of digits C C C C C C C C 

 PIAT Math (PPVT age 5 & older) C C C C C C C C 
 PIAT Reading (PPVT age 5 & older) C C C C C C C C 

 Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test (PPVT age 3 & older through 1996, ages 4–5 
& 10–11 since 1998):  vocabulary C C C C C C C C 
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Survey Year:  86 88 90 92 94 96 98 00 

 HOME inventory (all ages) (in 2000: ages 0–3 in Child, 4 yrs + in Mother Supp.) M M M M M M M C,
M 

 Temperament Scales (< age 7; in 2000 < 4 years old in Child Supplement) M M M M M M M C,
M 

 Motor and Social Development Scale (< 4 years old; in 2000 in Child Supp.) M M M M M M M C 
 Behavior Problems Index (4+ years) M M M M M M M M 
D. Child schooling 
 Time spent on homework, reading for fun      C C C 
 Style of teaching in English classes      C C C 
 Parent involvement in child’s schooling (19 items)      C C C 
E. School and family background (children ages 10–14 years 1986–1994; ages 5–14 years starting in 1996) 
 Type of school child attends  M M M M M M C 
 Reason child not attending school  M M M M M M C 
 Grades child has repeated  M M M M M M C 
 Reason child last repeated a grade  M M M M M M C 
 Has child had behavior problems at school; grade this first happened  M M M M M M C 
 Number of different schools child has attended      M M C 
 Time child spends on homework each week      M M C 
 Extent of parent involvement in school      M M C 
 Child ever suspended/expelled from school; grade this first happened  M M M M M M C 
 Parent ranking of child in class  M M M M M M C 
 Does child get remedial help in school  M M M M M M C 
 Does child attend advanced classes  M M M M M M C 
 Parent rating of child’s school (series)    M M M M C 
 Parent perception of child’s probable educational attainment   M M M M M C 
 Parent perception of difficulty raising child    M M M M C 

 Parent rating of aspects of child’s life (series): health, friendships, relationship 
with mother, feelings about self, future prospects, relationships with siblings    M M M M C 

 Number of child’s friends that parent knows   M M M M M C 
 How often parent knows who child is with when not at home    M M M M C 
 Frequency of child’s attendance at religious services in the past year   M M M M M C 
 Importance parent puts on child’s religious training   M M M M M C 
E. Interviewer evaluation of testing conditions C C C C C C C C 
F. Home observations:  Interviewer observations of home environment C C C C C C C C 
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Appendix H.  NLSY79 Children (birth to age 14):  Survey Content by Survey Year 
(continued) 

CHILD SELF-ADMINISTERED SUPPLEMENT (10–14 years old) 
Survey Year: 86 88 90 92 94 96 98 00 

A. Home & Family 
 In last month, have child and parents gone to: movies, shopping, outing, church  * * * * * * * 
 In last week, have child and parents done: crafts, schoolwork, games together  * * * * * * * 
 Does child help around house  * * * * * * * 
 Any rules about: homework, TV, whereabouts, dating, parties  * * * * * * * 
 How much say child has in making rules  * * * * * * * 
 How often child argues with parent(s) about the rules  * * * * * * * 
 How often each parent talks over decisions, listens to R’s side  * * * * * * * 

 Who usually decides about: buying clothes, spending money, friends, curfew, 
allowance, TV, religious training (child, mother, father, etc.)  * * * * * * * 

B. Relations with Parents 
 How often each parent knows who child is with when not home    * * * * * 
 Does child think parents spend enough time with him/her    * * * * * 
 How often each parent misses events/activities important to R    * * * * * 
 How close child feels to each parent    * * * * * 
 How well child and each parent share ideas/talk about things that matter    * * * * * 
 In dealing with child, how often child and mother/father agree with each other     * * * * * 
 Does child live with biological father, stepfather, or neither     * * * * 

 Do biological parents (and mother and stepfather, if applicable) get along, agree 
about rules, argue     * * * * 

 Does child feel caught in middle; can child talk to each parent about the other     * * * * 

 What child tells parent about activities (TV and movies watched, whereabouts, 
teachers, etc.)      * * * 

 How often child feels (series): sad, happy, nervous, bored, lonely, tired, excited, 
too busy, pressured    * * * * * 

 R been away from mother/father for at least 2 months, except summer camp  * * * * * * * 
 Where, how old was child the last time away from mother/father  * * * * * * * 
C. School and activities 
 Current grade attending  * * * * * * * 
 Characteristics of child’s school (8 items)  * * * * * * * 
 Level of satisfaction with school  * * * * * * * 
 Usual activities between school and dinner  * * * * * * * 
 If child goes home after school, is an adult usually present  * * * * * * * 
 Level of schooling child anticipates  * * * * * * * 
 Is child member of any clubs, teams, or school activities in/out of school  * * * * * * * 
 Perceptions of gender roles (six items)     * * * * 
 Usual activities in summer    * * * * * 
 Does child feel safe in neighborhood    * * * * * 
 Usual time watching TV on weekday, weekend   * * * * * * 
 Number of times in last year child engaged in a series of criminal/delinquent acts  * * * * * * * 
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D. Employment 

 Work for pay (babysitting, paper route, yard work, etc.) excluding chores around 
home; type of work  * * * * * * * 

 Usual frequency child works; hours worked in usual week in last 3 months  * * * * * * * 
 Money earned in a usual week  * * * * * * * 
E. Religion 
 Present religion, attendance at religious services in past year  * * * * * * * 
 Does child go with/without parents  * * * * * * * 
 Do friends go, go to the same place  * * * * * * * 
F. Friendships and peers 
 Number of close friends of each sex  * * * * * * * 
 How much child tells parents about boy/girl friends, friends’ parents       * * 
 Are close friends in the same or a different grade or not in school  * * * * * * * 
 How often child is lonely, wants more friends  * * * * * * * 

 Does child feel pressure from friends to (series): smoke; work hard in school; try 
drugs; drink alcohol; skip school; or commit a crime or do something violent?    * * * * * 

 Risk-taking behaviors and attitudes (six items)     * * * * 
G. Smoking – Drinking - Drugs 
 Cigarette use; age first smoked; frequency  * * * * * * * 
 Alcohol use (more than a sip or two); age first drank; frequency  * * * * * * * 
 Marijuana use; age first used; frequency  * * * * * * * 

 Use of substances (like glue, gas, sprays, fluids) which are “sniffed/huffed”; age 
first used; frequency     * * * * 

 Other drug use (LSD, cocaine, uppers, downers); age first used; frequency  * * * * * * * 
H. Dating and relationships 
 Age child had first date/went out alone with someone of the opposite sex  * * * * * * * 
 How often child usually has a date; is it usually the same person  * * * * * * * 
 Best age/youngest age child can imagine for getting married, having first child  * * * * * * * 
I. Sex education 
 Any courses/time in class on sex education; grade, month/year  * * * * * * * 
 Who in family child talks to about sex  * * * * * * * 
 When during the menstrual cycle pregnancy is most likely to occur  * * * * * * * 
J. Computer use 
 Does child have a computer at home     * * * * 
 What child uses computer for most often     * * * * 
 Has child ever used computer at school     * * * * 
 Where, from whom has child learned most about computers     * * * * 

 Has child ever had a class/training, in school or elsewhere, on: computer use, 
programming, or word processing     * * * * 

 How often child uses computer to do homework, play games, use e-mail, etc.     * * * * 
 



 

 

APPENDIX I.  YOUNG ADULT 

CAPI QUESTIONNAIRE 

2000 FLOWCHART 





Household Composition
Universe: All

Time: Varies by number of household members

Contents: Information about the household

All Rs answer some questions in
this section, then go to Section 3

Section 2 - Family Background
Universe: All

Time: Can be long if R has moved frequently or is

a new Young Adult

Contents: Migration; parental and/or sibling contact;

characteristics of father, race and ethnicity; religion

All Rs answer some questions in
this section, then go to Section 4

Section 3 - Dating and
Relationship History
Universe: All

Time: Can be long if R is married, cohabiting, or in

a serious relationship

Contents: Dating, marriage/cohabitation history,

spouse/partner occupation, quality of current

relationships

Section 4 - Regular Schooling
Universe: All

Time: Shortest if R is not enrolled in school, medium

if R is in college, longest if R is in high school

Contents: Enrollment status, highest grade attended/completed,

dates of attendance, degrees received, details about school

experiences and/or college applications and funding

All Rs answer some questions in
this section, then go to Section 5

➙
➙

Any other members in the HH?

YesNo •  Name
•  Relationship
•  Age of each member

Then go to Section 2

➙ ➙

Young Adult 2002

NLSY79 Child & Young Adult Data Users Guide          349

Appendix I.  Young Adult CAPI Questionnaire 2000 Flowchart



Section 5 - Military
Universe: Rs over 16 years of age

Time: Short

Contents: Name of military branch, dates of

entry and exit, jobs and training, satisfaction

with military

Section 7 - Jobs/Employer
Supplements
Universe: All

Time: Depends on number of jobs R has had since

date of last interview

Contents: Name, dates of employment and hours

worked for each employer, additional details

asked for jobs of greater duration, most detail

asked about current/most recent employer

Is R over 16?

YesNo Enter this section

Has R ever/since the last
interview enlisted or been

sworn into any branch of
the Armed Forces?

YesNo Answer
questions in
this section,
then go to
Section 7

➙

➙

➙

➙

➙

Has R done any work for pay since
date of last interview (other than

military service)?

YesNo Answer
questions in
this section,
then go to
Section 9

➙

➙

Go on to Section 9
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Section 9 - Last Job Lasting
Two Weeks or More
Universe: Rs with no civilian or military jobs since

date of last interview

Time: Short

Contents: Name of employer, date of employment,

usual activities/duties

Section 10 - First Significant
Job After Leaving High School
Universe: First time Young Adults who dropped

out of school before the last interview

Time: Short

Contents: Name of employer, date of employ-

ment, usual activities/duties, wages

Did R report no active military service
and no employers since DLI?

YesNo Enter this section

Has R ever worked at a job
for two consecutive weeks

or more?

YesNo Answer
about last
job, then go
on to
Section 10

➙

➙
➙

➙

Is R a new YA who dropped out of
school before DLI?

YesNo Enter this section

Since leaving school, has
R worked at a job for at
least two months and at
least 20 hours a week?

Yes Answer
questions in
this section

➙

➙

➙

➙

Go on to Section 11

Go on to
Section 11

➙

➙
➙

Go on to Section 11

No
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Section 11 - Other Training
Universe: All

Time: Short

Contents: Type of most recent job training,

details about training, professional

certificates or licenses received

Has R had any kind of training
program or on-the-job training?

YesNo Answer questions
about most recent,
then go to certificate
question

Has R received a certificate for
practicing a trade?

YesNo
Answer
questions about
certificates,
then go to
Section 12

Section 12 - Fertility
Universe: All

Time: Short for Rs with no children, longest for

female Rs with child(ren) born since DLI

Contents: Verification of children born before DLI,

new children (since DLI); birth, health, and

residence of biological children; future childbirth

plans

All Rs answer some questions
in this section

Section 13 - Child Care
Universe: Rs with children living in the household

Time: Short

Contents: Parental interaction with youngest child,

child care arrangements for youngest child,

payment for child care

Are any of Rs biological/step/adopted
children in the household?

YesNo Answer
questions in
this section,
then go to
Section 14

➙

➙
➙

➙

➙

➙

➙

➙

Go on to Section 14
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Section 14 - Health
Universe: All

Time: Medium

Contents: Health limitations, recent illnesses and accidents,

menstruation, visits to health care professionals, height

and weight, health insurance coverage

All Rs answer some questions
in this section

Section 15 - Income and Assets
Universe: All

Time: Shortest if R is single and financially

dependent; longest if R is married and

financially independent

Contents: R’s (and spouse/partner’s) income, child

support, recipiency, home and auto ownership, debts,

financial hardship

All Rs answer some questions
in this section

Section 16 - Attitudes
Universe: New YAs and YAs last interviewed

before 2000

Time: Long

Contents: Attitudes about: self-esteem,

depression, mastery, and risk-taking

Was R interviewed as a
Young Adult in 2000?

No Answer
questions in
this section,
then go to
Self-Report
Section

Self-Report Section
Universe: All

Time: Varies, can be long

Contents: Family relationships, substance use/abuse,

computer usage, sex education, sexual experience,

neighborhood quality, deviance, volunteer work, and

future goals

All Rs answer some questions
in this section

➙
➙

➙

➙

➙

Go on to Q17 - Locator

Yes
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Q17 - Locator
Universe: All

Time: Medium

Contents: Addresses and phone numbers of R’s

contact people

All Rs answer some questions
in this section

QIR - Interviewer Remarks
Contents: Information about problems or

confusion that came up during the interview

Interviewers fill out this
section for all Rs

Exit

➙
➙
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Appendix J.  NLSY79 Young Adult: Survey Content 1994-2000 

Variable 94 96 98 00 
I. LABOR MARKET EXPERIENCE VARIABLES 
A. Current labor force and employment status 
 Survey week labor force and employment status * * *  
 Hours worked in survey week * * *  
 Hours per week usually worked * * *  
 Job search activities * * *  
B. Work experience since January 1 of previous year through 1998/date of last interview in 2000 
 Weeks worked * * * * 
 Hours usually worked per week * * * * 
 Number of weeks unemployed, out of labor force * * *  
 Spells of unemployment * * * * 
 Characteristics of last job lasting 2 weeks or more and first significant job after leaving high school * * * * 
C. Characteristics of jobs (more than 10 hrs/week, more than 9 weeks in duration) since January 1 of previous year through 
1998/date of last interview in 2000 
 Occupation and industry (Census code) * * * * 
 Class of worker * * * * 
 Start date/stop date * * * * 
 Hours per week usually worked * * * * 
 Shift worked * * *  
 Rate of pay * * * * 
 Hourly rate of pay * * * * 
 Commuting time to job, method of transportation * * *  
 Covered by collective bargaining * * *  
 Is R union member * * *  
 Availability of fringe benefits (CPS job only in 2000) * * * * 
 Global job satisfaction item * * * * 
 Size of employer * * *  
 Reason for leaving job * * *  
 Promotion and promotion potential with employer * * *  
II. HUMAN CAPITAL AND OTHER SOCIOECONOMIC VARIABLES 
A. Early formative influences 
 Date of birth * * * * 
 Ethnic self-identification * * * * 
 Times R has lived away from mother * * * * 
 Father’s employment status, occupation, highest grade completed, ethnicity * * * * 
 Contact with nonresidential parent(s) * * * * 
 Contact with sibling R feels closest to    * 
 Current religion, religious attendance, importance of religion * * * * 
B. Education 
 Current enrollment status, grade * * * * 
 Reason stopped attending school * * * * 
 Date of last enrollment * * * * 
 Periods of nonattendance, grades when occurred, reason why * * * * 
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 Grades repeated or skipped * * * * 
 Highest grade attended, highest grade completed * * * * 
 GED or diploma received, date received * * * * 
 Is/was school public/private/religious * * * * 
 High school curriculum * * * * 
 Time spent on homework in school, out of school  * * * 
 Style of teaching in English classes  * * * 
 Parent involvement with R’s schooling (19 items in 1996–98, 17 items in 2000)  * * * 
 Job/career counseling received in high school * * * * 
 Characteristics of R’s school (9 items) * * * * 
 Level of satisfaction with school * * * * 
 Number of high schools attended * * * * 
 Date of college enrollment * * * * 
 College degree received, date received (in 2000) * * * * 
 Type of college attending (2/4yr) * * *  
 Field of study/specialization in college * * * * 
 College tuition * * * * 
 Educational loans/financial aid in college * * * * 
 Other means of paying college expenses * * * * 
 Highest grade R would like/expects to complete * * * * 
 Highest grade R’s best friend would like to complete * * *  
C. Vocational training outside regular school (most recent program only in 2000) 
 Type(s) of training * * * * 
 Services provided by training program * * * * 
 Duration of training programs * * * * 
 Was training completed * * * * 
 Hours per week usually spent in training * * * * 
 Was training related to specific job or employer, related to a promotion * * *  
 Method of financing training * * * * 
 Does R have certificate or journeyman’s card * * * * 
D. Physical and mental health 
 Does health limit work/school * * * * 
 Type and duration of health limitation * * * * 
 Recent accidents, injuries, illnesses, hospitalization * * * * 
 Height, weight * * * * 
 Right/left handedness  * *  
 Menstrual period information * * * * 
 Health insurance coverage for R, children * * * * 
 CES-Depression Scale (7 items) * * * * 
E. Relationship history and household characteristics 

 Number, ages, and demographic characteristics of all household residents (only age and relationship 
in 2000) * * * * 

 Number of close friends of each sex, their ages relative to R’s age    * 
 Month and year or age at first date * * * * 
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 Number of people R has dated in the past 12 months * * * * 
 How often R usually has a date * * * * 
 Marital status * * * * 
 Unmarried R’s: status of current relationship * * * * 
 Has R ever (since last interview) lived with someone R was not married to * * * * 
 Month/year or age of spouse/partner when R and spouse/partner began living together * * * * 
 Current spouses/partner characteristics: ethnicity, religion, education, employment, income * * * * 
 Relationship history: characteristics of previous spouses/partners * * * * 
 Relationship quality:  happiness rating, positive activities series, topics of arguments series * * * * 
 Relationship plans, expectations * * * * 
 Fertility history * * * * 
 Use of various birth control methods * * * * 
 Prenatal care (females) * * * * 
 Health care and nutrition during pregnancy (females) * * *  
 Cigarette and alcohol use during pregnancy (females) * * * * 
 Drug use during pregnancy (females) * * *  
 Postnatal infant care (females) * * * * 
 Expected number of children * * * * 
 R’s opinions/beliefs about parenting; actual parenting behaviors    * 
F. Financial characteristics and program participation 
 Income of R/spouse from farm or own business * * * * 
 Income of R/spouse from wages or salary (military income included in 2000) * * * * 
 Income of R/spouse from unemployment compensation  * * * * 
 Income of R/spouse from public assistance * * * * 
 Income of R/spouse from food stamps * * * * 
 Income of R/spouse from Social Security, other sources * * * * 
 Income of R/spouse from military service * * *  
 Income of R/spouse from child support * * * * 
 Child support expected vs. received * * * * 
 Income of R/spouse from other sources * * * * 
 Possession of various assets (R/spouse) * * * * 
 Asset market values (R/spouse) * * *  
 Household income    * 
 Financial strain    * 
 Amount of debts * * * * 
G. Military service (current or past) 
 Branch of Armed Forces * * * * 
 Months spent in Armed Forces * * * * 
 Military occupation(s) * * * * 
 Participation in VEAP or GI bill * * * * 
 Type/amount of military training * * * * 
 Formal education received while in service * * * * 
H. Attitudes toward work and self 
 Knowledge of World of Work * * *  
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 Characteristics of job R is willing to take (R’s unemployed or out of labor force) * * *  
 Reaction to hypothetical job offers * * *  
 Pearlin Mastery Scale (7 items) * * * * 
 Self-Esteem Scale (Rosenberg) (10 items) * * * * 
 Attitude toward women working * * *  
I. Child care (youngest child in household in 2000) 
 Child care arrangements in last month * * * * 
 Cost per week * * * * 
 Number of hours per week * * * * 
 Did child care problems force R to turn down job offer or to lose work * * * * 
J. Looking for work 
 R looking for work or employed when found current/most recent job * * *  
 Methods of job search used * * *  
 Job offers rejected (while looking for each job) * * *  
 Desired characteristics of job sought * * *  
III. ATTITUDES AND BEHAVIORS (located in self-report booklet through 1998) 
A. Computer use 
 Does R have a computer at home/have access to one elsewhere * * * * 
 What R uses computer for most often * * *  
 Has R ever used computer at school/college, at work * *   
 How R has learned about computers * * *  
 Has R ever had a class/training on computer, programming, or word processing * * *  
 How often R uses computer for various activities * * * * 
B. Substance use 
 Extent, frequency of R’s alcohol use; age first used * * * * 
 Where/with whom was first drink * *   
 Alcohol abuse behavior in past year series (had an argument, missed school/work, drove a car, etc.) * * * * 
 Does R usually drink beer, wine, or liquor * * *  
 Where/with whom R usually drinks * * *  

 R’s perception of how many drink at least sometimes (series): students in R’s grade, people R’s age 
R hangs out with, people R’s age in R’s neighborhood * * * * 

 Extent, frequency of cigarette use; age first used * * * * 
 Extent, frequency of marijuana use; various details * * * * 
 Extent, frequency of amphetamine use    * 
 Extent, frequency of use of substances (glue, gas, sprays, fluids) that are “sniffed/huffed” * * * * 
 Extent, frequency of cocaine use * * * * 
 Extent, frequency of “crack” use * * * * 
 Age first used each drug * * *  
 Extent, frequency of use of other drugs (LSD, uppers, downers); age first used * *   
 Frequency of use of hallucinogens (LSD, PCP, peyote, mescaline)   * * 
 Frequency of use of sedatives/downers (barbiturates, sleeping pills)   * * 
 Frequency of use of other drugs (stimulants, heroin, steroids, MDMA/“Ecstasy”, crystal meth./“Ice”)    * 

 While high, has R ever: hurt self or someone else; stayed home from school/work, gone late to 
school/work; driven a car * * *  
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 Due to drug use, have R’s grades suffered; has R ever hurt chances for a raise/better job * * *  

 Has R ever taken sedatives, tranquilizers, stimulants, painkillers, steroids, heroin, hallucinogens, or 
injection of any drug without doctor’s orders * * *  

C. Attitudes/expectations 
 Risk-taking behaviors and attitudes (six items) * * * * 
 Best age for R to marry; youngest age R can imagine getting married * * *  
 Best age/youngest age R can imagine to have first child * * *  
 Aspirations for future (marriage, fertility, employment, relationships) * * * * 
D. Sex education/sexual intercourse 
 Any courses/time in class spent on sex education * * * * 
 Grade R first had this course * * * * 
 Who in family R talks to about sex * * *  
 Ever had sexual intercourse; age at first intercourse * * * * 
 Number of partners in last 12 months * * * * 
 When last sexual intercourse occurred * * * * 
 During last sexual intercourse, did R and partner use birth control, which methods * * * * 
 Relationship with and characteristics of partner at last intercourse   * * 
 Has R ever been pregnant, number of times * * * * 
 Month/year R got pregnant the first time, R’s age * * * * 
 In the month before the last time R got pregnant, did R/partner use birth control, which methods * * * * 
 Did R/partner use a birth control method on every occasion of sexual intercourse that month * * *  
 R ever had an abortion, number * * *  
 Month/year of R’s first abortion, R’s age * * *  
E. Home and neighborhood environment  
 Does R live with biological father or stepfather * * * * 
 Do biological parents (and mother and stepfather, if applicable) get along, agree about rules, argue * * * * 
 Does R feel caught in the middle; can R talk about each parent in front of the other * * * * 
 Extent of neighborhood problems (series) (respect for laws, crime/violence, unemployment, etc.) * * * * 
 Number of times R has run away from home * * * * 
 R’s age the first time R ran away * * * * 
F. Criminal activities 
 Crimes/delinquent activities R has committed in the last year (got in a fight, stole something, etc.) * * * * 
 Has R ever been convicted for any charges except a minor traffic violation, R’s age * * * * 
 Number of times R has been convicted of something * * * * 
 Date of most recent conviction * * *  
 Charges of which R was convicted (assault, robbery, theft, etc.) * * * * 
 Has R ever been convicted for charges in adult court * * *  
 Has R been on probation ever/since last interview * * * * 
 When R’s (most recent) probation period ended * * *  
 Has R ever been sentenced to spend time in a youth or adult corrections institution * * * * 
 Most recent release from corrections facility * * *  

 Number of times R has been referred to a court-related counseling or diversion program by police, 
courts, school, or own parents; age first time * * *  

 When (most recent) counseling program ended * * *  
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G. Volunteer activities 
 Volunteer work performed in last two years/since last interview * * * * 
 Was any of the volunteer work: court ordered, church- or school-sponsored, other * * * * 
 Types of organizations R is/was involved with (for example, service, church, youth) * * * * 
H. Mental health 
 Has R received any help for an emotional, behavioral, or family problem in the last 12 months * * * * 
 Type of problem(s) * * * * 

 Has R felt/has anyone suggested that R needed help for any behavioral, emotional, or mental 
problem in the past 12 months? * * *  

 Does R regularly take any medicine or prescription drugs to help control activity level or behavior * * * * 
 


